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1 . This intenialional preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 to'.Ua). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, inc!iiding this cover sheet. 

In ±e attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 

3. TThis report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty* inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureaii will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bh.3Xc) and 93&/.V.1 but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2). before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date(Ruie44to.2). 
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AppI team's Of agent's file reference 
ROYCE-73526 


FOR FLIRTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 beSow 


Ememaiionai applicauon No, Intemational filing dale (day-month year/ Prionlj- date (day montk yearj 
PCT/US06/1 3863 1 3 April 2006 14 ^^^^ 2005 


intemattoTial Patem Class iflcation (IPC) or bolh national ciassincation and rPC 
iPC{8) - A61F 5/02 (2007,01) 

USFC" 602/8 


Applicant pQYCE MEDICAL COMPANY 



I . This opinion conlains mdicaiions relating to the foHowing items: 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion wilh regard to novcity. inventive step and industrial appf jqabiHty 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under RuJc 43^/5, J {a)(i) with regard to noveJty. inv«itivt step or industrial ^ptieability; 
citations and expianations supporting such statennent 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects ir* the international application 

Certain observations on the intemational application 





Box No. J 




Box No. 11 


□ 


Box No J 11 


□ 


Box No. TV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. vn 


□ 


Box No. Vlli 



FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for intcmationat preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
memal^^^ PreymLry Exam^ming Authority C1PEA'') except that this does not apply where ^ Wc^^^^ 
other than this one to be the iPEA and the chosen IPEA has nonfied the Inlcmational Bureau under Rule 66, J */^(b) that wnttcn 
opinions of this Inlcmational Searching Authority will not be so considered, 

Ifthis opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA 
a v/ritten reply iogcthcr, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/)SAy220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, sec Form PCT/IS A/220. 



3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43te.l(a)(i> with regard to novelty, inventive step or Endustriai appiicability; 

citations and explanations supporttng such statement 



t , Statemcnl 

Novelty (N) 

invemive step (IS) 

Industrial appHcabiiity (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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NONE 



1-20 



1-20 
NONE 
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NO 

YES 
NO 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1*7 and 9-20 lack an Inventive step under PCX Article 33(3} as being obvious over Grim {US 5.437,614) in view of RiedaE (US 

**'^Reoal?iina datm 1 Gnm discloses a hardenable orthopedic assembly applied to a poftion of a patient^ anatomy (col. I Jne 67 ^ col 2 
iinp R^cSSnra s^^^^ of at least one Sayer of matehal. the support body being at least partially Impregnated w.lti an aclivaJabie 

msirf ooH «nLs^^^^ having an InHlal unstretched lenglh (col. 3. Imes 67-68). and extending laterally from 

aU^ast one s Srof thl^^^^ wherein the primary holding material at least partjally wraps around the partton of h. patient s 

SEES ?ksisr^is:r'S^^^^ 

Ke°K^^^ -°«^-tton for doing so would have been to avoid the toumiQuet e«eot when the 

t^rdinrc^ai^^^ Grim discloses wherem wherein the support body is at least partially covered by one of a padding and a covering on 

ToT^.Z'Zt:^^^ «f a p^K h«atenal thL is t>reathab^^a^^^^^^^^^^ to amNent a., as 
Si bv Riedel Tl^motivation tor doing so would have been to enable atmosphenc oxygen to interact wUh skJn^ 

Hnes 34-17). a primary holding matenal disposed on the «yP«5 ''^^^^^Tr^ (col. 8. ines V-46). Gfim does 

primary holding material at least partially wraps around anf ^ ^^^If^i^tMllTS than aV equal to about 44 N and 
not disclose wherein the primary holdhig rnatenal tears but does '^"^ll^^'^^f.^^^^^^ not separate when a stretch toad 

greater thar, or equal to about 5 N. Rtedel discloses whar«n ttie pnrnary hddBig ^^I'^'^'f'^X^^^f^X^^^^^^^ H wotrid have been 
t less than or equai to about 44 N ^'^ ^'^^'^?^'l,^^Ztil°!^^ fearl^ut dors not sepa^tew^^^^^ a stretch load L lass than or equal 
To S'?4TargCer',h:n or ".^1 trbo?:* st ^^sChTbrRle'dr The motivatior, for doing so wootd have been to ensure the 
liXt G^^ r fo^^s'l^^rS: r p"r ;;Sng .atanaj Ir^ltK^s a se<^on of st,.,chab.e material and a sec«on of 
norvstrelchabte material (col. 3. line 67 - col. 4. lirte 1 and -t-n-i -.^n^^i^ g tear but does not separate when a tensile 

Regarding claim 7. Grim ■*°«'',"<i' ^requ^l^K N teiJ ted RieSl dild^es wher^n the primary holding 
r^l^irW^^a^bXrnot'^e^e^ 

does not separate when a tensile load L less than or equal to about the touTnlquel effect 
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Regarding claim 13, Grim discloses a hardonable orthopedic assembly applied to a portion of a Pf ^^"^'^"^yJ^J^J' "^^^^ 
2 fine 6) comprising a support body having opposed ends and opposed sides of at least one layer o matena whweln the suppwt body m 
l[ teasfSiy impregnated with an aoSvatable. hardenabte resin (col. 9. lines 34-47); a separate pnmary holding .^atenal havfr^ an 
^i?afunst3d lenaih teol 3 lines 67-68), and exten*ng tateraly from at teasi one side of the support body (fig. 2). wherein the ptimao- 
houta Sal a teas^ the portion if the patient's anatomy (col. 8, lines 17^6). Grim does not disclose wherem he 

hStf™ mate^l^ up to about 30 % of the Ir^ttial length with a tensile load L of about 4.5 N to about 6.7 N, R.eds 

dCS^^sSein'he Prtn^^^^ (material can be stretched up to about 30 % of the initial length with a tensile load L o about 4.5 t^i to 
abo^^? N S emltted^Propertles of the New Materials,' entry 15). At the time of the inyer^tion, it wou^d have been obvous to one 
skmed in the art to use a primafv holding material that be stretched up lo about 30 % of the Initial fengSh with a tensile load L of '^"t^J ^ 
fo abou"6 7 N a^aughl^y Rfede! The motivation for doing so would have been to ensure the stability of the support body white avoiding 

'''ReSin9*Sl4, Grim discloses wherein the support body Is sandym*.ed in between a c^ng and ^dd^ (coi. 9. flne« 60-63). 

Reoartino claim 1 S Grim discloses wherein the coverir»g indudes a hook receivable matenal (coL 8, lines 17-20). 

RlolSna c I m 6 Grim does not disctose wherein the primary holding material tears but doe. not separate when a tensile load L iess 
than o?Sto atout 13 4 N ar«t greater than or equal to about 5 N Is applied. Riedel discloses wherein the primary holding matena! 

lacking (cqI. 4, lines 5-8). 

Claimelacks an inventive ssep under PCTArtfcte 33(3) as being obvious ov«r Grim (US 5.437.614)in view of Ried^ 

'"t^fi^-dtris^^refiin 

disclose a primary holding material i".f <'7/J„hf^t!^'^='"^^ Sd "rihe Trt^t^ usTa^^^ miterial Including a shape 
Kid^liln^rgCtSg^^^^^^^ The mot.«^on for doing so 

wouW have been to hold the support body with a tab and slot anangement. 

Claims 1-20 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4). and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can be 
made or used in the Industry. 
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